Management of invasive cervical cancer in patients initially treated by simple hysterectomy.
This study includes 15 patients with invasive cervical cancer found at the time of standard hysterectomy for benign conditions. All patients underwent laparotomy and were subjected to peritoneal cytology, radical parametriectomy, bilateral pelvic and para-aortic lymphadenectomy. Residual disease was found in 10 of the 15 patients (66.7%). The 3-year survival of patients with and without residual disease were 80% and 100%, respectively. Following secondary radical surgery, five patients without evidence of residual disease were identified and spared the risks of radiation therapy. Furthermore, two patients with para-aortic lymph node metastases, who would otherwise have been overlooked, were thus treated completely. One patient died of complications of secondary surgical procedure.